Public Complex Stormwater Guidance

Chapter 1 - Introduction

BACKGROUND

As result of the U. S. Environmental
Protection Agency’s (USEPA) Phase Il rules
published in December 1999, the New Jersejits
Department of Environmental Protectic
(Department) has developed the Munic
Stormwater Regulation Program.
program addresses pollutants entering FOHE
waters from certain storm drainage syst€ms ‘i : iy 8

owned or operated by local, county, st Lieﬂﬁ and plEl‘I Iful- _'.' .

interstate, or federal government ageng
USEPA regulations refer to these syste
“municipal separate storm sewer syste
(MS4s). As a result USEPAS, new Pha_se_ The Municipal Stormwater Regulation Program is part of the

rules, the Department S MunI(;Ip Clean and Plentiful Water initiative.

Stormwater Regulation Program has issueu

New Jersey Pollutant Discharge Elimination Sy$tdRDES) permits to Public Complexes and
highway agencies, as well as municipalitieshitbubulge state. Public Complexes include certain
large public colleges, universities, office comspfensons and other correctional facilities, hospital
complexes and military bases. Highway Ageinciesle county, state, interstate, or federal
government agencies that operate highwaysremdrairoughfares such as each of the 21 counties,
the New Jersey Department of TransportatiorRdneAuthority of N.Y. and N.J., the New Jersey
Turnpike Authority, and the South Jersey poategtion Authority. The Department's revised
NJPDES stormwater rules were signed on Jamuz094 by Commissioner Bradley Campbell, and
appear in the February 2, 2004 editidheoNew Jersey Register at 36 N.J.R. 813(a).

WHY IS THIS HAPPENING?

It is widely understood that stormwater/nonpsmirces are the largest remaining major source of
pollutants in our waters. It is estimated tipato 60 percent of our existing water pollution
problems are attrlbutable to stormwater/nonppuilunon The quality of our surface and ground

; waters is directly related to the health of our
ecosystems and the quality of our lives.
Opportunities to engage in boating, swimming and
fishing are diminished water quality is impaired.
Impaired water quality impacts shellfish production,
tourism at beaches and coastal communities, and
increases drinking water treatment costs.

Stormwater/nonpoint pollution can often be linked
to our daily activities and lifestyles. The way we
plan communities, build shopping centers,
commute, and maintain lawns all impact stormwater
quality. Many times people do not know or
understand that there alernatives. For example,

“Floatables,” like the trash seen here, contribute to i )
stormwater/nonpoint pollution homeowners can have a green lawn without massive




